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WELCOME TO AMPLIFY CHRIST 
ALL CHURCH STUDY/DISCUSSION 
GROUP!

We are glad you are all here. We are 
looking forward to getting to know you 
and looking into how we can amplify 
Christ together. During this group, we will 
learn more about what Seneca Creek is all 
about, what we believe, and how this can 
impact our lives.

BREAKING THE ICE

Answer first these three questions:

1. What brought you to Seneca Creek in the 
first place?

2. Why did you decide to sign up for an 
Amplify Group?

3. What do you hope to gain from this 
group in the next 7 weeks?

SESSION ONE
INTRODUCTION MEETING
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Then, select from one of the other 
questions below.

• If you could go anywhere in the world, 
where would it be and why?

• What do you think the face of God 
looks like?

• Where have you seen the hand of God 
moving this week?

• What would Jesus do in your 
community today? 
Where would he spend his time?

• If you could visit heaven right now and 
talk with one of the people in the Bible 
(other than Jesus), whom would you 
talk to and why?

• If you had the power to change one 
problem in the world today, what would 
that problem be?

• What is one thing you really like 
about yourself?
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• What is the first thing that you ever 
remember in your life?

• What comes to your mind when you 
think about God?

• If you could go back and visit any time 
period, what time would you travel to 
and why?

• Other than Jesus, if you could be one 
person in the Bible, who would you be 
and why?

• If you could go anywhere in the world, 
where would it be and why?

• What do you think the face of God 
looks like?

• Where have you seen the hand of God 
moving this week?

• What would Jesus do in your 
community today? Where would he 
spend his time?
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• If you could visit heaven right now and 
talk with one of the people in the Bible 
(other than Jesus), whom would you 
talk to and why?

• If you had the power to change one 
problem in the world today, what would 
that problem be?

• What is one thing you really like 
about yourself?

• What is the first thing that you ever 
remember in your life?

• What comes to your mind when you 
think about God?

• If you could go back and visit any time 
period, what time would you travel to 
and why?

• Other than Jesus, if you could be one 
person in the Bible, who would you be 
and why?
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Write Answers Below
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WHAT TO EXPECT
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JESUS’ INVITATION IS 
MEANT TO BE SHARED

BREAKING THE ICE

Describe a time when you had exciting 
news that you couldn’t wait to share 
with others.

GETTING STARTED

The methods of outreach have varied over 
the years. Perhaps you grew up in a church 
where you were encouraged to hand 
out gospel tracts or preach on the street 
corners. Others may have gone knocking 
on neighborhood doors with a pre-planned 
speech for anyone who answered. 
Still, others were told that outreach was 
nothing more than acts of kindness or 
loving our neighbors.

The globalization of our world has brought 
many Christians into close contact with 

SESSION TWO

OUTREACH
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those of other faiths, or no faith at all. This 
can create conflict with previous outreach 
strategies and can even cause some to 
question whether outreach is a good thing.

For our purposes, we aren’t going to try to 
address all the questions surrounding other 
faiths, the origins of the Bible, the findings of 
science, etc. Those are great questions but 
beyond the scope of this study. What we 
are certain of is this: Jesus invited everyone 
to follow him and experience the life that he 
offers. Not just an invitation to “pie in the sky 
when you die,” but to a life that is abundant 
and flourishing and starts NOW, in this life. 
And that invitation is meant to be shared. 
There is no one on this planet who would 
not benefit from following Jesus into the 
kind of life he offers.

Seneca Creek has always sought to share 
Jesus’ invitation with anyone whom God 
brought into our lives. We don’t do this 
in an argumentative way, and certainly 
not in a superior, prideful way. But we 
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seek humbly to share the incredible news 
that God has entered into our world and 
invited every man, woman, and child to 
a way of life that is truly human and 
truly alive.

KEY PASSAGES
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, 
“All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. 19 Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 
teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely, I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.” 

– Matthew 28:18-20



12 Small Group Guide SESSION NAV

35 Jesus went through all the towns and 
villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
proclaiming the good news of the 
kingdom, and healing every disease and 
sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he 
had compassion on them, because they 
were harassed and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his 
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the 
workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to send out workers 
into his harvest field.” 

– Matthew 9:35-38

35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of 
life. Whoever comes to me will never go 
hungry, and whoever believes in me will 
never be thirsty. 

– John 6:35
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28 “Come to me, all you who are weary 
and burdened, and I will give you 
rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and humble 
in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my 
burden is light.” 

– Matthew 11:28-30

15 Now the tax collectors and sinners were 
all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But 
the Pharisees and the teachers of the law 
muttered, “This man welcomes sinners 
and eats with them.” 3 Then Jesus told 
them this parable: 4 “Suppose one of you 
has a hundred sheep and loses one of 
them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine 
in the open country and go after the 
lost sheep until he finds it? 5 And when 
he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his 
shoulders 6 and goes home. Then he calls 
his friends and neighbors together and 
says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my 
lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way 
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there will be more rejoicing in heaven over 
one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine righteous persons who do not need 
to repent. 

– Luke 15:1-7

8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver 
coins[a] and loses one. Doesn’t she light 
a lamp, sweep the house and search 
carefully until she finds it? 9 And when 
she finds it, she calls her friends and 
neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with 
me; I have found my lost coin.’ 10 In the 
same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in 
the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner who repents.” 

– Luke 15:8-10
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What is Jesus actually inviting us to 
when he invites us to follow?

2. Why does the Great Commission 
(Matthew 28:18-20) matter? What 
would the world look like with more 
“disciples”? What do you understand a 
disciple to LOOK like?
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3. How does Jesus’ promise to be with 
his disciples impact outreach? What 
about his statement that “all authority in 
heaven and earth” are given to him?

4. Do we share the invitation with words, 
or with actions?
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5. What are the repetitive themes in 
Luke 15?

LOOKING FORWARD

This week pray and look for a way to share 
the Jesus’ invitation with someone who 
God causes to cross your path. Find a way 
to share the incredible news that God has 
entered our world and invited every man, 
woman, and child to a way of life that is 
truly human and truly alive.
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IT’S THE PERFECT PLACE FOR 
IMPERFECT PEOPLE TO LEARN HOW 
TO LOVE ONE ANOTHER

BREAKING THE ICE

What would your ideal group of friends be 
like? Have you ever experienced that ideal?

GETTING STARTED

When we think of Jesus’ ministry, often 
his sermons and miracles come to mind. 
But the majority of his ministry was not 
the sermons and miracles, it was the day-
to-day experiences with his disciples. He 
spent almost all of his time helping them 
learn how to live in community. They 
were prone to thinking of themselves first. 
They were interested in status and power. 
They were from extremely opposite 
positions, with one being a nationalistic 

SESSION THREE

COMMUNITY
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zealot, another being a traitor who 
worked for the hated Romans, etc.

One of the most challenging statements 
from Jesus was to love our neighbor. Loving 
God is often easier, since God doesn’t 
get on our nerves, or do stupid things, or 
embarrass us, or disrespect us. We don’t 
have personality clashes with God. But 
when it comes to other people, all these 
challenges become real.

Jesus calls his followers into new 
relationships, a new kind of community. 
It’s not a community of shared ethnicity, 
or gender, or nationality, or political party, 
or social status. It’s a community that is 
bound together by the blood of Christ. 
And it’s built on Jesus’ own example. 
He not only built community among 
his disciples, but he also experienced 
community from eternity past. The Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit dwell in perpetual 
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community. And since we’re created in 
God’s image, we are also created to live 
in community.

Jesus’ followers, his Body, are uniquely 
called to love one another. Each of us 
brings with us a “hard to love” quality. 
It requires grace, forgiveness, and a 
steadfast determination to live out Jesus’ 
“Great Commandment.”

KEY PASSAGES
9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; 
cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to 
one another in love. Honor one another 
above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in 
zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving 
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the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient 
in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share 
with the Lord’s people who are in 
need. Practice hospitality.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless 
and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those 
who rejoice; mourn with those who 
mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one 
another. Do not be proud, but be willing 
to associate with people of low position.
[a] Do not be conceited. 

– Romans 12:9-16

6 Brothers and sisters, if someone is 
caught in a sin, you who live by the 
Spirit should restore that person gently. 
But watch yourselves, or you also may 
be tempted. 
2 Carry each other’s burdens, and in this 
way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 

– Galatians 6:1-2
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3 “Why do you look at the speck of 
sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay 
no attention to the plank in your own 
eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, 
‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ 
when all the time there is a plank in your 
own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the 
plank out of your own eye, and then you 
will see clearly to remove the speck from 
your brother’s eye. 

– Matthew 7:3-5

25 On one occasion an expert in the law 
stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, 
“what must I do to inherit eternal life?”

26 “What is written in the Law?” he 
replied. “How do you read it?”

27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your strength and with all 
your mind’[a]; and, ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’[b]”
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28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus 
replied. “Do this and 
you will live.”

29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he 
asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

– Luke 10:25-29

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Why is it difficult to accept our 
imperfections? And the imperfections 
of others?
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2. What would be different in your life 
if you were experiencing the kind 
of community that Jesus calls his 
followers to practice?
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3. Who are the neighbors (a.k.a. people) 
that are the most difficult for you to 
love? And what might that difficulty 
reveal about yourself?
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4. If someone pointed out a speck in your 
eye, how would you respond? Would 
it matter if they had first removed the 
plank in their own eye?

LOOKING FORWARD

Jesus spent most of his time helping 
his Disciples to learn how to live in 
community. Take some time this week 
to think about what the concept of 
community means to you now as we live 
in a world divided, filled with uncertainty, 
and daily challenges. 
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GOD MEETS US WHERE WE ARE 
BUT DOESN’T LEAVE US THERE

BREAKING THE ICE

Aside from formal education, when do 
you feel you’ve done the most personal 
growth in your life, and why?

GETTING STARTED

In week two we explored we explored 
the invitation of Jesus, an invitation to a 
different, better, more human way of life. 
Like almost everything else in life, this is not 
a “flip the switch” kind of experience. It’s 
more of a process, even a life-long process.

We know that Jesus spent 24/7 with 
his twelve disciples trying to help them 
learn and live out his invitation. And even 
then, they often struggled to understand 
and apply it. They didn’t just “pray a 

SESSION FOUR

GROWTH
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prayer” and then resume their lives as 
though everything was fine. They listened, 
practiced, and carefully noted how Jesus, 
their incredible teacher/rabbi actually lived 
his life. They noted how he ate, how he 
prayed, how he spoke, how he addressed 
crowds, how he handled conflict, how 
he corrected bad theology, and how he 
broke down barriers that stood in the way 
of God’s purposes.

We don’t have the same opportunity to 
live 24/7 with Jesus. But we do have the 
same opportunity to study how he lived. 
We have the gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke 
and John), as well as other Scripture to 
help us. And like the twelve disciples, we 
have other followers of Jesus to discuss 
and grow together with. 
We also have the Holy Spirt dwelling in us, 
guiding, and leading and forming us.

Jesus’ instructions were tailored to the 
person he was with. To one he said, “sell 
everything you have.” To another he said, 
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“go and sin no more.” To another he said, 
“let the dead bury their dead.” To another 
he said, “arise, take up your bed and 
walk.” To another he said, “you give them 
something to eat.” Jesus met each person 
where they were, and then called them to 
take the next step on the journey. We’re all 
on the journey toward a Christ-like life.

The temptation is to hang out at the 
rest-stop and not continue the journey. 
The temptation is to think we’ve arrived 
because we completed a course, or 
prayed a prayer, or performed some 
ritual. But just because God met us in our 
current condition doesn’t mean that he 
longs for us to stay in that place. We’re on 
a journey. It’s a journey of growing toward 
Christlikeness.
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KEY PASSAGES
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, 
“All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. 19 Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 
teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.” 

– Matthew 28:18-20

9 For this reason, since the day we heard 
about you, we have not stopped praying 
for you. We continually ask God to fill you 
with the knowledge of his will through 
all the wisdom and understanding that 
the Spirit gives,[a] 10 so that you may live 
a life worthy of the Lord and please 
him in every way: bearing fruit in every 
good work, growing in the knowledge 
of God, 11 being strengthened with all 
power according to his glorious might so 
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that you may have great endurance and 
patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to the 
Father, who has qualified you[b] to share in 
the inheritance of his holy people in the 
kingdom of light. 13 For he has rescued 
us from the dominion of darkness and 
brought us into the kingdom of the Son 
he loves…

- Colossians 1:9-13

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-
control. Against such things there is 
no law. 

– Galatians 5:22-23

12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and 
sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
pleasing to God—this is your true and 
proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the 
pattern of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind.
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Then you will be able to test and approve 
what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and 
perfect will. 

– Romans 12:1-2

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and 
sisters,[a] whenever you face trials of many 
kinds, 3 because you know that the testing 
of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let 
perseverance finish its work so that you 
may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you 
should ask God, who gives generously 
to all without finding fault, and it will be 
given to you. 

– James 1:2-5

18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him 
be glory both now and forever! Amen. 

– 2 Peter 3:18
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. If Christlikeness is the goal, how do we 
measure progress?

2. Jesus tells his disciples to “teach to 
obey everything…” Does this sound like 
a project that has an end point?
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3. Are you more likely to pray for God to 
give you something, or to grow you? 
Why is that?

4. If your life was a display of the fruit of 
the Spirit, which parts of the display 
would be missing? How has God tried 
to grow that fruit in your life?
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5. Growth requires information, but also 
transformation. Which one is more of a 
challenge for you?
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6. What would it look like for you to “Grow 
in grace”?

LOOKING FORWARD

Think of one or two things that you have 
learned tonight about “Growth” that you 
would like to work on in the coming week. 
It’s better to work on one specific area of 
life and do it well than to work on many 
and do poorly or to be so overwhelmed 
that you simply don’t try.
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IT’S IMPOSSIBLE TO BE GREAT 
WITHOUT SERVING OTHERS

BREAKING THE ICE

Do you feel like customer service is 
generally getting better, worse, or the 
same? Why?

GETTING STARTED

Human history is full of stories of 
servants. Almost all of those are people 
serving someone in power over them. 
Jesus shows up on the scene and has 
greater power than any other leader in 
human history. Yet somehow, he views 
it differently. His is not a “power over,” 
but a “power under.” It’s impossible to 
overstate the radical impact this has had 
on the world. Before Jesus, no one could 
conceive of a powerful ruler stooping to 
serve, much less a king abandoning the 

SESSION FIVE

SERVICE
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royal traditions and associating with the 
outcasts and the forgotten.

Jesus’ model shows us a different way to 
wield power. It’s the way God intended for 
his creation to operate in the first place. 
But since the Garden of Eden, we’ve only 
known one way. Jesus offers a radically 
different way to understand and deploy 
power. Prior to Jesus, greatness was 
achieved through power OVER others. But 
Jesus demonstrates that true greatness is 
achieved through power UNDER, through 
loving, and through serving.

Some will accomplish amazing things in 
their lives. It might be on the athletic field, 
in the business world, in academia, or in 
entertainment. But it would be a mistake 
to think that those accomplishments are 
what makes a person great in God’s eyes. 
What makes a person great is for them to 
live out what it means to wield power and 
influence the way God intended. Power 
under. Power used to serve others.
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KEY PASSAGES
42 Jesus called them together and 
said, “You know that those who are 
regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it 
over them, and their high officials exercise 
authority over them. 43 Not so with you. 
Instead, whoever wants to become great 
among you must be your servant, 44 and 
whoever wants to be first must be slave 
of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.” 

– Mark 10:42-45

13 It was just before the Passover 
Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had 
come for him to leave this world and 
go to the Father. Having loved his own 
who were in the world, he loved them 
to the end.

2 The evening meal was in progress, and 
the devil had already prompted Judas, 
the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray 
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Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had 
put all things under his power, and that he 
had come from God and was returning 
to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, 
took off his outer clothing, and wrapped 
a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he 
poured water into a basin and began to 
wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with 
the towel that was wrapped around him.

6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to 
him, “Lord, are you going to wash my 
feet?” 7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize 
now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.”

8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash 
my feet.”

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you 
have no part with me.”

9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not 
just my feet but my hands and my head 
as well!”
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10 Jesus answered, “Those who have 
had a bath need only to wash their feet; 
their whole body is clean. And you are 
clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For 
he knew who was going to betray 
him, and that was why he said not every 
one was clean.

12 When he had finished washing their feet, 
he put on his clothes and returned to his 
place. “Do you understand what I have 
done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call 
me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for 
that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord 
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I 
have set you an example that you should 
do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly 
I tell you, no servant is greater than his 
master, nor is a messenger greater than 
the one who sent him. 17 Now that you 
know these things, you will be blessed if 
you do them. 

– John 13:1-17
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. When have you experienced being 
served well? What was your response? 
What might have been going on in 
the mind(s) of those serving you at 
that time?
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2. Are there people who you find it easier 
to serve than others? What makes 
someone difficult to serve?

3. Have you ever served someone and 
had a negative experience? What was 
that like?
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4. What are the potential dangers or 
downsides of adopting a lifestyle of 
serving? What are the potential rewards?

LOOKING FORWARD

For this week, pray and ask God to give 
you a heart like Jesus. Make a list of 
people in your home, neighborhood, and 
work. Then, as you pray for them, ask 
God to give you a sense of a need that 
He could fill through your service to them 
this week.
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OUR CHURCH IS INCOMPLETE 
WITHOUT THE DIVERSITY OF ALL 
PEOPLE EXPRESSING THEIR GIFTS

BREAKING THE ICE

Have you ever been excluded from 
participating in something that you cared 
about, or had your voice excluded from a 
conversation that affected you? What was 
that experience like?

GETTING STARTED

One of the most frequent comments 
people make about Seneca Creek is 
that they appreciate the diversity of the 
church family. It’s truly a delightful aspect 
of this church. It’s worth noting that this 
is not simply a nice thing, or something 
we stumbled into. It’s a very strategic 
important part of who we believe God 
has called his church to be.

SESSION SIX

ALL PEOPLE
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Jesus intentionally broke down barriers 
and included those who were excluded 
from society and respectability. He 
included in his inner circle of disciples 
those who might have been passed over 
by other rabbis. He shared meals with 
people who were considered “unclean” 
and who were outsiders. He even allowed 
women to sit at his feet and learn from 
him as a disciple, which was unheard of 
in his day.

In all of this Jesus was beginning to build 
his community, his Body, his church with 
people from every walk of life, from every 
corner of society, and even from every 
nation, tribe and tongue. They were not 
just invited in, they were encouraged, 
and embraced, and engaged. Jesus went 
on a holy mission to build a new kind of 
community, one that was neither Jew, nor 
Gentile, but was something altogether 
different. “I will build my church,” he said. 
And he began to build it with all people.
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Because of this, Jesus’ church is 
incomplete if anyone is left out. 
Regardless of age, gender, education, 
economic status, ethnicity, language, or 
physical condition, every person is invited 
to be part of the new community. Those 
who thought they had nothing to offer are 
gently reminded that they are essential to 
the Body. Those who thought they were 
super important are reminded that they 
need others just as much as anyone else.

Together, working with all of God’s people, 
utilizing all the gifts he has given his bride 
(the church), we can hope to accomplish 
the incredible mission of showing the 
world who God is, in the person and the 
hands and feet of Jesus himself.
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KEY PASSAGES
4 Now he had to go through Samaria. 
5 So he came to a town in Samaria called 
Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had 
given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well 
was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from 
the journey, sat down by the well. It was 
about noon.

7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw 
water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me 
a drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the 
town to buy food.)

9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “You 
are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. 
How can you ask me for a drink?” (For 
Jews do not associate with Samaritans.[a])

10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the 
gift of God and who it is that asks you for 
a drink, you would have asked him and he 
would have given you living water.” 

– John 4:4-10
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13 Once again Jesus went out beside the 
lake. A large crowd came to him, and 
he began to teach them. 14 As he walked 
along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting 
at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow 
me,” Jesus told him, and Levi got up and 
followed him.

15 While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s 
house, many tax collectors and sinners 
were eating with him and his disciples, 
for there were many who followed 
him. 16 When the teachers of the law who 
were Pharisees saw him eating with the 
sinners and tax collectors, they asked 
his disciples: “Why does he eat with tax 
collectors and sinners?”

17 On hearing this, Jesus said to them, 
“It is not the healthy who need a doctor, 
but the sick. I have not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners.” 

– Mark 2:13-17
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26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children 
of God through faith, 27 for all of you who 
were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither 
Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor 
is there male and female, for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to 
Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and 
heirs according to the promise. 

– Galatians 3:26-29

12 Just as a body, though one, has many 
parts, but all its many parts form one 
body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all 
baptized by[c] one Spirit so as to form one 
body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or 
free—and we were all given the one Spirit to 
drink. 14 Even so the body is not made up of 
one part but of many.

15 Now if the foot should say, “Because 
I am not a hand, I do not belong to the 
body,” it would not for that reason stop 
being part of the body. 16 And if the ear 
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should say, “Because I am not an eye, I 
do not belong to the body,” it would not 
for that reason stop being part of the 
body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, 
where would the sense of hearing be? If 
the whole body were an ear, where would 
the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God 
has placed the parts in the body, every 
one of them, just as he wanted them to 
be. 19 If they were all one part, where 
would the body be? 20 As it is, there are 
many parts, but one body.

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, 
“I don’t need you!” And the head 
cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need 
you!” 22 On the contrary, those parts of 
the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, 23 and the parts that we 
think are less honorable we treat with 
special honor. And the parts that are 
unpresentable are treated with special 
modesty, 24 while our presentable parts 
need no special treatment. But God has 
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put the body together, giving greater 
honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so 
that there should be no division in the 
body, but that its parts should have equal 
concern for each other. 26 If one part 
suffers, every part suffers with it; if one 
part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 

– 1 Corinthians 12:12-26

9 After this I looked, and there before 
me was a great multitude that no one 
could count, from every nation, tribe, 
people, and language, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb. They were 
wearing white robes and were holding 
palm branches in their hands. 10 And 
they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation 
belongs to our God, who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb.” 

– Revelations 7:9-10
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Who were the “outsiders” in your 
community growing up?

2. Have you ever felt like an outsider? If so, 
where? What about in the church?
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3. Do you know what gifts you have to 
offer as part of the Body of Christ? If 
you know, have you found a way to 
share those gifts in a way that brings joy 
to you and others? If not, are you open 
to learning more about your gifts?
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4. What gifts do you sometimes WISH you 
had to be able to contribute to the Body 
of Christ?
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5. What are some reasons an individual 
my not be able or willing to express 
their gifts in the Body of Christ? What 
if anything could be done to alleviate 
those obstacles?
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6. Who are the people (groups?) that may 
need extra encouragement to express 
their gifts at Seneca Creek?

LOOKING FORWARD

For this week think on this verse and what 
it means to you, “And they sang a new 
song, saying: “You are worthy to take 
the scroll and to open its seals, because 
you were slain, and with your blood you 
purchased for God persons from every 
tribe and language and people and nation.” 

– Revelation 5:9
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RADICAL GENEROSITY IS 
OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE

BREAKING THE ICE

Describe a time when you were the 
recipient of someone else’s generosity. 
What was your response?

GETTING STARTED

Have you ever heard of scarcity mindset? 
How about an abundance mindset? These 
two concepts describe how we approach 
life. Many of us have a scarcity mindset. 
We’ve been taught that there’s only so 
much to be had, so we’d best get as 
much as we can. Someone with a scarcity 
mindset is reluctant to share, or give away, 
since they’re not sure how or if they can 
replace what they’ve given away.

SESSION SEVEN

GENEROSITY
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A scarcity mindset will also lead us down 
the road of greed. If we don’t know 
where tomorrow’s provision will come 
from, we’d better stock up today, and 
grab everything we can. It can lead us to 
ignore the needs around us in order to 
build up our security. It can become an 
endless quest for more and more, even 
beyond what anyone could possibly need.

By contrast, an abundance mindset 
approaches life with the sense that there 
is always more available. The best reason 
to adopt this is faith in the God of the 
Bible who is the Creator of everything and 
has no needs at all. If something else is 
needed, God can create it. What’s more, 
God is a God who displays generosity 
toward people.

The unparalleled example of God’s 
generosity is the Incarnation. God so loved 
the world that He gave His Son. In the 
parable of the prodigal son (Luke 15), it’s 
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actually the father (the God figure) who is 
recklessly spending. He spends lavishly on 
his wayward son.

If God has so lavishly poured out His love 
and blessings on us, why would we live with 
a scarcity mindset? Like someone who has 
inherited an incalculable fortune, we should 
desire to live lives of radical generosity. After 
all, God’s gift of grace is nothing less than 
an incalculable fortune.

KEY PASSAGES
2 “So when you give to the needy, do 
not announce it with trumpets, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and on 
the streets, to be honored by others. 
Truly I tell you, they have received their 
reward in full. 3 But when you give to the 
needy, do not let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing, 4 so that 
your giving may be in secret. Then your 
Father, who sees what is done in secret, 
will reward you. 

– Matthew 6:2-4
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16 Jesus replied, “They do not need to go 
away. You give them something to eat.”

17 “We have here only five loaves of bread 
and two fish,” they answered.

18 “Bring them here to me,” he said. 

– Matthew 14:16-18

36 When one of the Pharisees invited 
Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to 
the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the 
table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a 
sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at 
the Pharisee’s house, so she came there 
with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she 
stood behind him at his feet weeping, she 
began to wet his feet with her tears. Then 
she wiped them with her hair, kissed them 
and poured perfume on them.

39 When the Pharisee who had invited him 
saw this, he said to himself, “If this man 
were a prophet, he would know who is 
touching him and what kind of woman 
she is—that she is a sinner.”
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40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have 
something to tell you.”

“Tell me, teacher,” he said.

41 “Two people owed money to a 
certain moneylender. One owed him 
five hundred denarii,[a] and the other 
fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money 
to pay him back, so he forgave the debts 
of both. Now which of them will love 
him more?”

43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who 
had the bigger debt forgiven.”

“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said.

44 Then he turned toward the woman and 
said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? 
I came into your house. You did not give 
me any water for my feet, but she wet my 
feet with her tears and wiped them with 
her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but 
this woman, from the time I entered, has 
not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not 
put oil on my head, but she has poured 
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perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell 
you, her many sins have been forgiven—as 
her great love has shown. But whoever 
has been forgiven little loves little.” 

– Luke 7:36-47

8 And now, brothers and sisters, we want 
you to know about the grace that God 
has given the Macedonian churches. 2 In 
the midst of a very severe trial, their 
overflowing joy and their extreme poverty 
welled up in rich generosity. 3 For I testify 
that they gave as much as they were 
able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely 
on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded 
with us for the privilege of sharing in this 
service to the Lord’s people. 5 And they 
exceeded our expectations: They gave 
themselves first of all to the Lord, and 
then by the will of God also to us. 6 So we 
urged Titus, just as he had earlier made a 
beginning, to bring also to completion this 
act of grace on your part. 7 But since you 
excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in 
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knowledge, in complete earnestness and 
in the love we have kindled in you[a] 

—see that you also excel in this grace 
of giving.

8 I am not commanding you, but I want 
to test the sincerity of your love by 
comparing it with the earnestness of 
others. 9 For you know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was 
rich, yet for your sake he became poor, 
so that you through his poverty might 
become rich. 

– 2 Corinthians 8:1-9
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What comes to mind when you hear 
about generosity in a church setting?

2. Has generosity been more of an 
obligation/duty, or more of a full-
hearted response?
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3. Who do you know who models 
generosity? Do you know what 
motivates them to be generous?

4. If you’ve ever been generous, what was 
it that motivated you?
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5. Would a deeper understanding of 
God’s grace help you become more 
generous? Why, or why not?
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6. If you were to set a “generosity goal” for 
yourself, what would it be?

WRAP-UP

Radical generosity is not a work we do to 
earn God’s favor. It’s not a penance we 
pay to atone for our sins. Generosity is our 
joyful response to seeing God’s radical 
generosity for us. ‘For God so loved the 
world that He gave His one and only son. 
(John 3:16)
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13 Firstfield Road, Gaithersburg, MD 20878

(301) 355-6550

info@senecacreek.org


	Text Field 1: 
	S1Q2: 
	S2Q1: 
	S2Q2: 
	S2Q3: 
	S2Q4: 
	S2Q5: 
	S3Q1: 
	S3Q2: 
	S3Q3: 
	S3Q4: 
	S4Q1: 
	S4Q2: 
	S4Q3: 
	S4Q4: 
	S4Q5: 
	S4Q6: 
	S5Q1: 
	S5Q2: 
	S5Q3: 
	S5Q4: 
	S6Q1: 
	S6Q2: 
	S6Q3: 
	S6Q4: 
	S6Q5: 
	S6Q6: 
	S7Q1: 
	S7Q2: 
	S7Q3: 
	S7Q4: 
	S7Q5: 
	S7Q6: 


